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View From the Museum Porch

As the first hints of
fall appear, we are still
basking in the afterglow
of this summer's staff
alumni reunions and
centennial celebration.
After three years of
planning, both events
went off almost flawless -
ly. YMCA staff worked
together juggling the

demands of their normal assignments with the added
stress of the celebrations. It was teamwork at its
best!

No sooner was the centennial celebration conclud -
ed, than some of our  friends asked the inevitable
question, "Now what?" We just smiled in unison and
said simultaneously, "We've got plenty to do."

For Jack, the first order of business was to dig to
the bottom of the piles on his desk to take care of
things put aside for months prior to the celebration.
He evidently did a good job prioritizing since there
were no embarrassing finds.

Lulie spent an equal amount of time sorting
through notes and computer files. In planning for the
centennial, she had looked through the museum’s
archives for information on the 50th and 75th
anniversaries. Those files provided an excellent
guideline for deciding what to keep for someone down
the road. Never-the-less, she filled a couple of trash
cans and deleted scores of computer files.

We both suffered what could only be described as
postpartum depression in the weeks following the

centennial. After a three year gestation, we felt a
sense of emptiness.

A couple of months before the alumni reunions in
June, Lulie was asked if she was interested in work -
ing in the capacity of alumni relations.
Understandably, her response was, "Talk to me after
the centennial." In late August, she accepted the
position of Alumni Association Coordinator. This
assignment, in addition to working on the museum
photograph collection, will keep her busy for the fore -
seeable future. So much for early retirement!

Jack's primary project this winter will be supervis -
ing the design of a Dorsey Museum website. We are
excited about this new opportunity to promote the
museum and the YMCA of the Rockies. Look for
detailed information later on in the newsletter.

Now, it’s time for the weather and critter report…
First of all we must say that the YMCA must be in
favor with the Creator because the weather for the
alumni reunion and centennial celebration was
almost perfect!

Our near record snows of the winter were followed
by the second driest March on record. Had we not
received those earlier snows, there would have been
serious water problems. April was dry as was early
May. Just when things were looking grim, it started
to rain just before Memorial Day weekend and into
June.

It was also very cool as Canadian cold fronts con -
tinued to slide down the Rockies. These rains were
not torrential monsoon rains but steady soaking
ones. It reminded us of how the Navajo describe rain.
The female rains (nltsa' baad) are the soft gentle
ones. The male rains (nltsa' bakha') are the violent,
lightning laden storms typical of the summer mon -
soons.

The weather moderated with clear warm days just
in time for the staff alumni reunions. The favorable
trend lasted through Centennial Week. Then mon -
soon moisture appeared with the nltsa' bakha' rains
that gave us enough moisture to keep the fire danger
in check.

Another good thing about this summer was the
moderate temperatures. While there were numerous
days in the mid to upper eighties, the nineties of
recent years were absent.

Followers of our ramblings usually hear us com -
plain about how dry and brown late August and
September are. This year, tropical moisture from
September hurricanes was caught up in the mon -
soonal flow. A twenty percent chance of rain means
that you have an eighty percent chance of no rain,
but for some reason we seemed to hit the rain side of
the percentage more than the dry side. Consequently,
the museum yard had nary a brown patch. 

Just before Labor Day, the first signs of fall
appeared. Willows along the rivers started showing a

Our Mission:

To support the Mission of the YMCA of the Rockies
through preservation and documentation of our cor -
porate 
history by:

Museum Musings Fall 2007 (Vol. 24, No. 2)
Lula W. Dorsey Museum
YMCA of the Rockies
Post Office Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511
970-586-3341 ext. 1136 or 1240
jmelton@ymcarockies.org 

Collecting, preserving, and interpreting
cultural artifacts related to the YMCA's
history in a museum venue,

Offering interpretive programs to guests
and members,

Identifying and participating in the
preservation of historically significant
buildings and sites,

Actively researching and publishing
materials related to our history.

2 - Fall 2007



tinge of yellow. Then a few aspen trees started show -
ing a yellow leaves. Late summer flowers began
blooming in profusion. On August 24, we awoke to
the first dusting of snow on Longs and the Mummy
Range. Within two days it was gone. It served as a
reminder to start making our list of fall chores.

One of the major items in the critter news has
been the reappearance of turkeys in the area. We
first spotted them on the east side of Emerald
Mountain while taking friends Mary and Lynn
Ketelsen up to Mountainside Lodge in early June.
Mary shot the accompanying photograph of the flock.
What is interesting is that there is one turkey that is
much lighter in color. We assume that it is a hybrid
from cross-breeding with domesticated turkeys.

Early in the summer, there was a sow bear and
twin cubs hanging around the Y. Summer staffer
Jerry Suchman snapped the accompanying photo -
graph of her and a cub on the grounds. The Y's bear
proof trashcans and regular trash pickups kept them
out of trouble.

Nuisance bears have been breaking into cars in
the town of Estes Park and making a pest of them -
selves. One of our acquaintances had the unfortunate

experience of having her car broken into. When
asked about what could have attracted the bear, she
said a banana peel. 

At our house, a bear decided to beat the trash man
to the punch one Wednesday morning and made a
nice mess to clean up. Jack remembered a remedy we
used to discourage stray dogs from getting into the
trash in Dallas almost thirty years ago. Just pour a
small amount of industrial strength ammonia into
the trash bag and seal tight. A few hours in the hot
sun will build up fumes that will discourage even the
most deter -
mined scav-
enger!

In other local
critter news…
About mid-sum -
mer, a mature
bald eagle
staked out its
fishing territory
on the north
side of Lake
Estes. Sitting in
a dead tree
near the walk -
ing trail, it
appears not to
be bothered by people.

A female fox had a litter of kits along the stream
in front of the Rock Acres condominiums on the way
to MacGregor Ranch. Museum volunteer Marcia
Taylor and her husband Bob said the kits antics were
very entertaining.

The waning daylight of late August triggered the
hormones of the local elk who announced fall with
their bugling. We saw two bulls sparring in Bond
Park right in the middle of downtown Estes Park on
August 27. The tourists were really enjoying the
show. Thank goodness the two boys were focused on
each other and didn't notice the all-too-close
approach of some visitors. Made us want to holler out
the car window, "Use the telephoto setting!" 

Before ending our ramblings we want to thank all
of you who partnered with the Dorsey Museum
through your contributions in 2007. Your commit -
ment to help celebrate the Y's heritage and Mission
made the centennial celebration a huge success. The
YMCA of the Rockies is privileged to have such loyal
supporters. This year is not the end to our adven -
tures. It is just a waypoint in the journey as the
YMCA begins its second century of serving mankind.

We wish each of you a glorious fall and a snug
winter. Talk with you in the spring…
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Remembering A Friend

All too frequently we get a telephone call, card or
email telling us that one of our staff alumni has
passed away. Sometimes the loss is very personal as
it was this past April when we learned that long-time
museum seasonal staffer Mary Margaret Doak had
passed away. While our heart was saddened, we
remembered her with a smile.

Mary Margaret worked at the museum from 1987
to 2002. She was also one of the staff "sparkplugs"
who was always organizing and participating in sen -
ior staff activities.

She was an active birder who traveled extensively
to add species to her life list. She patiently taught us
calls of the birds that frequented the museum's feed -
er and shared her knowledge of avian behavior. Mary
Margaret, likewise, helped the museum's guests iden -
tify birds that they saw on hikes.

Mary Margaret made organization of the muse -
um's archives her personal goal. She made meticu -
lous notes in files that she thought important for the
future years. Even after she left the museum, we
called her asking where particular pieces of informa -
tion might be lurking. At first, she would usually say
she couldn't remember where it was, but she usually
came up with the answer before we hung up. The
value of MM's work truly came to light when we were
writing YMCA of the Rockies - Reflections, Traditions
and Vision . Her notes and cross-referencing were
invaluable. 

As we talked with her daughter Kathleen and
many of Mary Margaret's friends, we all agreed that
she was one very unique individual. She was loving,
cantankerous, loyal, opinionated and cared deeply for
the Y and her fellow seasonal co-workers.

We were not surprised to learn that she remem -

bered the YMCA of the Rockies in her will by leaving
an unrestricted gift. When you visit Estes Park
Center's new Centennial Park, look for her name on
one of the stone benches.

Kathleen contacted us shortly after her mother's
death asking if we would like to have MM's collection
of senior staff scrapbooks compiled over her years of
employment at the Y. We shed more than one tear as
we looked at the smiling faces of staffers also no
longer with us.

Our lives and that of many others were greatly
enriched by Mary Margaret Doak who devoted so
many summers to the mission of the YMCA of the
Rockies and its members.

YMCA Kids Finally Arrive!

After two years of anticipation, we were notified in
early June that artist Jane DeDecker and her crew
would arrive on June 12th to install the Kids statue.
Even though there was a light drizzle and the
Mummy Range was obscured by clouds, numerous
staff showed up for the Kids arrival.

The Estes Park Center's Buildings and Grounds
crew carefully maneuvered the statue into place
under supervision of the DeDeckers. With the clouds
obscuring Mt. Ypsilon, the statue was lowered into
place by dead reckoning. The crew traced around the

base of the Kids to mark the exact location on the
concrete. Then the Kids were hoisted into the air and
large rods were threaded into the base. The concrete
was drilled and the holes filled with epoxy. Just as
the statue was lowered into place, the clouds parted.
Everyone's dead reckoning of Mt. Ypsilon's location
was right on. 

To allow the epoxy to setup, the statue was roped
off for a couple of days. No sooner did the ropes come
down than Jack received a telephone call from the
General Store. The concerned caller said, "There are

In for a landing! Courtsey of  David Francis

Mary Margaret (right, foreground) and fellow senior staff 



children climbing all over the statue. What are you
going to do about it?" Jack explained that Jane
DeDecker's art is intended to be interactive and begs
to be appreciated by touching. No matter what time
of day you drive by, there are children and adults
touching the Kids and taking photographs.

Just a few days after the Kids were put in place, 
Jack came over to the Y at sunset and crawled
around on his belly shooting photographs.
Persistence and patience yielded a series of nice sil -
houette shots. One in particular, was a real winner.
The Y even turned it into a postcard which will be
available for Christmas! 

So popular is the statue, that the General Store
couldn't keep hats, shirts and souvenirs with its like -
ness in stock. Sales of the miniature desk size stat -
ues were brisk after the installation, but there are
plenty in stock for Christmas.

The YMCA Kids were paid for by contributions to
the Dorsey Museum and from investment earnings.
We thank all of you who made this iconic symbol of
service to generations of youth possible.

Yet Another Image of the 1908 Estes
Park Encampment Surfaces!

In our last edition, we showed you a previously
unknown image of the 1908 conference in Estes Park.
Now, yet another has appeared. Back in late May or
early June, CEO Kent Meyer sent us a flyer from the
Babson Library at Springfield College in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

Springfield was founded in 1885 and has a long -
standing relationship with the YMCA as an educator
of Y leadership. Some of you may also recall that it is
the birthplace of basketball. The Cliff Smith collection
at the Babson Library contains nearly 10,000 YMCA
related postcards.

The flyer went on the desk and was quickly covered
up by other non-critical items during the weeks pre -
ceding the centennial. It reappeared during a down to
bare wood desk cleaning.

Jack logged onto the website and typed in “Estes
Park.” He got twenty something hits and began view -
ing them. Most were common images already in the
Dorsey Museum postcard collection. Then, Lulie heard
Jack holler, "Get over here and look at this!"

On Jack's computer screen was a new image from
1908. It was obviously a companion image of others
taken by Fred P. Clatworthy. We called the Babson
Library archivist for a chat and ordered a digital
copy of the card. This image was taken from a differ -
ent angle and shows the configuration of the encamp -
ment. Another piece of the Y history puzzle falls into
place…

Alumni Reunions
Bring Back Memories

Over 375 staff alumni and their families enjoyed
the June reunions at Estes Park Center and Snow
Mountain Ranch. At Estes Park, we set up registra -
tion in the Ad Building the afternoon of June 17th. A
steady stream of alums kept us busy until well into
the evening. It was like old home folks week as we
welcomed many friends. 

It was fun to listen to the squeals of joy around us
as old friends found each other. Some folks hadn't
changed, as if they had been put in suspended ani -
mation. Others showed a few more miles with gray
hair or no hair at all. Behind the wrinkles and years
were the same people. They were back home and
ready to have the time of their lives. 

At Estes Park, alumni and their families were
invited to a continental breakfast in the Walnut
Room each morning. A definite pattern  emerged. On
the first day, everyone looked rested and ready for
anything. As the week wore on, folks dragged in later
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and later. These folks
were trying to relive
their youth including
some pretty aggressive
hiking. Mark Birdseye
at Snow Mountain
Ranch said alumni
there were also enjoy -
ing hiking. There were
serious sunburns on
folks who should have
known better. 

Other activities
included rafting, mini
golf, climbing wall,
horseback riding,
crafts, etc. You get the
picture! And we hadn't
even gotten to the
evening activities such
as campfires, ice cream
social and square
dancing.

At both reunions, one of the reoccurring themes
was the diversity in age and the commonality of
experience. Alumni in their twenties enjoyed fel -
lowship with alumni old enough to be their grand -
parents. All had shared the common bond of a life
changing experience while working at the YMCA
of the Rockies. 

Campfires and s’mores
welcomed alumni and their
families.

I made it!            Courtsey of Photos by Dill

Let’s eat! Courtsey of Photos by Dill

Finding friends
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Many of the spouses of alumni had never been to
the YMCA of the Rockies. They had only heard sto -
ries and seen pictures from their partner's time at
the Y. Children, too, had grown up hearing about the
Y. They were instant converts as they fell under the
spell of the Y's Mission.

On Thursday night at Estes Park, we had a cook -
out with way over 500 in attendance. Many alumni
and their families who live in the area came up just
for the event. The talent show that evening was great
with alums and current staff participating in many
acts. The show was closed with a multimedia presen -
tation of nostalgic photographs submitted by atten -
dees and others who were only there in spirit.

It was sad to see everyone depart. Some alumni
were heard to say that they probably would not have
had a vacation if it had not been for the reunion.
Children were asking if the family could come back
next summer.

A CD of photographs taken at the Estes Park
reunion is available for $20. Contact Photos by Dill
at 970-586-8736.

So now you alums that weren't here and are wish -
ing you had been, take heart. We all had so much fun
that we are going to do it again in June 2009.

Y Establishes S taff Alumni Association

In 1979, the YMCA of the Rockies hosted its first
staff alumni reunion. We took time out from readying
the museum for its dedication to tack up some old

staff photographs on poster board to display at a
cookout. Since then, there were three more reunions:
1982, 1993 and 2007. All have been well attended
and loads of fun. At the June 2007 reunion, the
YMCA of the Rockies announced the formation of a
Staff Alumni Association. 

As CEO Kent Meyer wrote in YMCA of the Rockies
Reflections, Traditions and Vision :

"Our combination of seniors, youth min -
istry-in-training, international interns,
volunteers of all ages and experienced
professional staff is vital to relationship
building with our members. Y members
tell us our staff makes their experience at
the YMCA special. Tens of thousands of
seasonal staff have found working at the
YMCA of the Rockies a life changing
experience no matter their nationality or
age."

We recognize that our staff alumni are essential to
the future vitality of the YMCA of the Rockies. In the
coming years, the Y will be intentional in fostering
relationships with staff alumni through the Staff
Alumni Association.

Details concerning the Association will be sent to
staff alumni in the near future. This winter, the Y will
build a website dedicated to serving our staff alumni.
We are looking for volunteers to serve as Association
officers, regional volunteers, newsletter writers, vol -
unteers to help maintain specific areas of the website
and whatever else comes up. 
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The next reunion is scheduled for June 2009, and
we need some alumni "sparkplugs" to make it the
biggest and best ever. So, pass on this information to
your alum friends and be looking for a mailing soon.
To volunteer or get additional information contact:

Lulie Melton
Alumni Association Coordinator
PO Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511
970-586-3341 x 1231
LMelton@ymcarockies.org

Remnant of Soviet Era Surfaces at
Estes Park Center

This is another one of those stories that reveals
how our jobs lead us in some very unusual and inter -
esting directions. It started when we were recently
called to pass judgment on some old files in the base -
ment of the Ad Building.

While perusing the
records, Jack noticed a
banner hanging on the
wall. To our surprise, it
was from the 1981
YMCA World Youth
Conference. We remem-
ber the conference very
well. There were 158
youth from around the
world. Our archival docu -
mentation of the gather -
ing is sparse. The banner
would have come in
handy eighteen months
ago when we were writ -
ing the Y's centennial
book. Oh well… Maybe
next time.

Behind the first banner
was one from Japan. A
quick Internet search
revealed that Kofu is the
capital city of Yamanashi,
Japan. It is a cultural cen -
ter famous for is natural
beauty. Two-thirds of the
city is comprised of moun -
tains and forests. During
the early and mid-eight -
ies, the YMCA employed a
number of students from
Japan. We can only
assume that this item was
brought by one of them.

Under the second banner was a third and the most
interesting item. As you can see, it is red with
Cyrillic writing with what appeared to be an outline
of the Kremlin. This really got up our curiosity.

We contacted
a local Russian
family for a
translation.
They told us
that it said,
"Moscow
Executive
Committee of
Physical Culture
and Sports" and
the building at
the bottom was
indeed the
Kremlin. An
Internet search
on the
Committee, led
us to a quagmire
of thousands of
hits. We added
YMCA to the
search and came
up with a big fat
goose egg.

What we did learn was that the YMCA was estab -
lished in Russia in 1900 in Saint Petersburg. After
the 1917 Revolution, the Bolsheviks shut down the
YMCA. When Mikhail Gorbachev introduced the
reforms in June 1985 which became known as
Perestroika, the YMCA found new opportunities.

In 1989 and 1991, delegations from the YMCA of
the USA and the YMCA World Alliance traveled to
Russia to open a dialogue that led to the reestablish -
ment of the YMCA in Russia. Today, the former
Soviet Union has a growing and vibrant YMCA
movement.

That still leaves us with the unanswered question
of how this banner got to Estes Park. It's plausible to
assume that one of several Russian employees who
worked here during the Perestroika period brought it
with them. All three banners are now cataloged into
the museum collection and hang on the office wall.

Dorsey Museum W ebsite Debuts
This Spring

In researching YMCA of the Rockies - Reflections,
Traditions and Vision , we came to truly appreciate
the Internet as a powerful tool for research, fact
checking and cross referencing. We also realized that
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the wealth of information archived at the Dorsey
Museum should be made available to a world-wide
audience.

Brian Biggs of AlpineGeek who produced our
Mission DVD that many of you have in hand, also
happens to be a website designer. So, as the three of
us worked on the centennial we began to talk about a
website for the museum.

We decided that this site shouldn't be just for
researchers but one you would want to bookmark and
return to on a regular basis. What we needed was a
"hook." We found our hook in the form of a webcam.
Andy Collins in the IT Department did some research
and located the perfect equipment at a reasonable
cost, and it is on order as you read this.

The location for the webcam was a "no brainer." It
will be mounted on the Administration Building with
a view of the YMCA Kids and the Mummy Range in
the background. When you get homesick, we'll be just
a click away.

Lulie then did some poking around and located a
digital weather station for website applications. Just
think, when it is a hundred degrees and with similar
humidity you can click on us and dream about being
here. At the same time, you will be able to view the
imbedded webcam image. Now, this doesn't have
anything to do with the museum but it will drive peo -
ple to the Dorsey Museum website and hopefully to
the YMCA of the Rockies website through links.

Deciding what historical information to post on
the site is a daunting task. First, we have to balance
the information between folks like you and others
who were driven to the site by a search engine. 

The initial Dorsey Museum website will include a
virtual tour of the museum building and two cabins.
New technology will allow persons to "stand" in each
room and view a 360 degree panorama of the room
and zoom in on items of interest.

The most important images in our collection are
photographs taken by famous western photographer
Fred Payne Clatworthy. These include not only
images of the Estes Park Center, but also of Rocky
Mountain National Park and the Estes Valley. The
Dorsey Museum's collection of his images is second
only to the Colorado Historical Society. Most of the
important ones are already digitized. These images
are a potential source of income for the museum as
historians ask for copies for publication.

In addition to the Clatworthy collection, we have
almost 2,000 additional images digitized. They
include historical and contemporary photographs of
Snow Mountain Ranch, Camp Chief Ouray and Estes
Park Center.

The centennial book was digitized last year as a
part of the printing process. We will make it avail -

able for research through an index. The Mission DVD
will be available for streaming as well. The archives
contain copies of museum newsletters dating back to
the first one in the summer of 1984. 

The last and most ambitious endeavor would be to
make the one-hundred-twenty page index to our
archives available online. That is a couple of years
into the future.

The anticipated rollout date for the website is in
April. We'll give you the website address in the
spring edition of Musings . The webcam and weather
station should be in operation before the end of 2007.
You might check the YMCA of the Rockies main web -
site at www.ymcarockies.org around Thanksgiving
and look for a link.

A Week to Remember

The days preceding Centennial Week were chaotic.
There were twenty-two centennial related events in
seven days. At one point, Lulie was on one telephone
line, Jack was on another and a third was ringing.
The computer incessantly announced yet another
email. The calls and emails continued at home in the
evenings.

At one point, one Centennial Committee member
complained that she had been reminded by three dif -
ferent staff about some minute detail. It provided a
bit of much needed comic relief as we realized every -
one was double checking everyone else as we worked
off the same final planning document.

Friday, July 13th dawned bright and clear like
most summer days in Colorado. Lulie didn't need an
alarm clock on this day. She had spent most of the
night asking herself, "What have we forgotten?"

As Lulie arrived at the Y well before 7 a.m. she
noticed that CEO Kent Meyer had arrived earlier
than usual as well. Evidently he was as wired as
Lulie. They got out of their cars. Kent said, "Well it’s
here." They gave each other a high five. Centennial
Week had begun.

When Lulie sat down at her desk there were just a
handful of calls and emails to return. As the day pro -
gressed, it became eerily quiet as both the computer
and telephone fell silent. At first it bothered her,
then Lulie realized that the months of staff planning
had produced a well oiled Centennial Week machine.
She no longer had to sweat each and every detail.
Employees at all levels at both centers were now
going about their jobs implementing the Committee's
plans.

Centennial activities commenced with the after -
noon dedication of the YMCA Kids statue. Youth
from Estes Park Center's Day Camp led the crowd in
some noisy and spirited YMCA cheers. After the ded -
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ication, artist Jane DeDecker was on hand to talk
about and show the process involved in creating the
Kids.

Friday night, donors gathered to preview the reha -
bilitated Mountainside Lodge. We started the
evening with scrumptious hors d'oeuvres prepared by
Food Service Director Michael Kingston and his staff.
This was the first of many fantastic feeds during the
week. 

Staff had worked hard to put a shine on the
Lodge, and it was beautiful in the evening light.
Donors were pleased with the rehabilitation and how
the Lodge helped fulfill the YMCA's Mission of serv -
ice to it members. After working for twenty-three
years to save Mountainside Lodge, nobody had a big -
ger smile than Jack. His grin was more from know -
ing that the Lodge would be around long after his
ashes were fertilizing columbine than from a person -
al sense of accomplishment.

We slept in Saturday till 6 a.m. since we didn't
have to be anywhere until 10:30 a.m. for a private
dedication of the John Timothy Stone Mountainside
Chapel by the Stone and Marotte families. It was
moving to hear the tributes to John Timothy Stone
and Eileen Ochs Marotte. 

The public dedication of the John Timothy Stone
Mountainside Christian Faith and Life Center went
off like clockwork, as scores of the Y faithful and
local residents gathered to hear about John Timothy
Stone and to view the Lodge. Even though the Lodge
had been open since Memorial Day, we thought it
only proper to have an official ribbon cutting. There
were smiles from everyone as they toured the Lodge.
Of course we had to finish things off with an ice
cream social.

Saturday night we were the guests of the Stone
and Marotte families for dinner at Mountainside.
The dining room was gorgeous with white table -
cloths and formal table settings. Catered by the
Food Service Department, the service and food were
five star. We started with shrimp and crab legs fol -
lowed by prime rib, salmon and chicken. Desert was
nothing other than a beautiful baked Alaska. The
fellowship was as wonderful as the food. 

Sunday afternoon it was time to head for Grand
Lake to celebrate the founding conference of the
YMCA of the Rockies and send off hikers from Grand
Lake to Estes Park Center. During the afternoon, the
Grand Lake Historical Society gave tours of historic
Grand Lake. 

Of course, you can't celebrate without food. Lulie
lined up a catered barbeque dinner that was out of
this world. Over one-hundred twenty people enjoyed
a finger licking feed at the town of Grand Lake's
pavilion.

We returned to Estes Park before sunset since we
were scheduled to lead a group of hikers up Flattop
Mountain to meet the hikers coming from Grand
Lake. During the weeks preceding the Centennial,
we had trained hard in the gym and on the trails. 

Our hiking group met the Grand to Estes hikers
just below the summit at the hitching rack. William
(Bill) E. Sweet III rode his horse, Apache, up Flattop
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one-hundred years to the day after his grandfather
led the Y's founders to Estes Park.  After lunch, we
had a prayer circle to commemorate the event. That
is when Jack shot the cover photograph. 

When staff started discussing the hike a couple
years ago, we told them that we would carry Bruno
Hobbs' Bible to the top. This was only fitting since, in
all likelihood, Hobbs had carried it across Flattop in
1907. It was double bagged and given to museum vol -
unteer John Cowan. Lulie read a passage from
Bruno's personal annotations in the New Testament.
Unfortunately, the wind prevented us from taking it
out of its protective wrap and passing it around the
circle. 

Some of our hikers had fallen behind and missed
the prayer circle. Even though there were some
threatening clouds, we regrouped and led our hikers
the quarter mile to the summit where we conducted
another service. 

By this time, the Grand to Estes hikers were down
to tree line. When our hiking group arrived at Bear
Lake, we were greeted by Gail Albers and Program
staff. The group gulped ice cold water and munched
on fruit and other goodies.

The Grand to Estes hikers had left Bear Lake
about thirty minutes before our arrival. However, we
had time to drive back to camp and have a good soak
before their arrival. Museum volunteer Marcia
Taylor called ahead to notify the camp that our long-
distance hikers were descending Mountainside Drive.
Their arrival was announced with the ringing of bells
at the Hyde Chapel and Dorsey Museum. 

The hikers looked rather good considering they
had just walked almost twenty-five miles over the
Continental Divide. What was really surprising was
that this was no group of young athletes. The oldest
was Garrett Maxwell at age seventy-three. This
1953-'54-'58 Estes Park Center staff alumni looked
like he was ready to hike another twenty-five miles.
Most of the other hikers except for the Camp Chief
Ouray hikers were eligible to join AARP.

Almost 250 folks gathered in the Hempel

Auditorium parking lot for yet
another feed. Michael Kingston’s
staff cooked some of the most tender steaks you've
ever put in your mouth. Of course, there were also
hotdogs and chicken for those so inclined.

Everyone’s training had paid off. The hike went off
without a hitch. The worst injury was a couple of
blisters. Now, the next day we did hear some grunts
and groans from participants as their bodies protest -
ed the twenty-five miles of abuse.

Tuesday began with a two-day craft fair at the
Administration Building. At 2:00 p.m., the Y dedicat -
ed Centennial Park. Donated by Bill and Nancy
Sweet, it incorporates the existing flagpole, YMCA
Kids statue, beautiful new fire ring and
sundial/mountain locator. Also included in the Park
are benches, plantings, lighting and paths. To close
Tuesday, we presented our Mission based DVD fol -
lowed by a family campfire.

Among of the highlights of the week were Stanley
Steamers cruising the grounds, courtesy of the
Stanley Museum in Estes Park. Guests  lined up
awaiting a ride. One, a beautiful red Model R 1909
roadster, belongs to the Stanley Museum. The other,
a Model 1919 green and black touring car, belongs to
Estes Park resident Frank Hix.

Stanley Steamers aren't like modern automobiles
that you can just start up and drive off. From a cold
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`Grand Lake to Estes Park Center hikers at Bear Lake

`Camp Chief Ouray hikers celebrate.



start they require forty-five minutes to an hour of
tinkering to get up a head of steam. To own a
Steamer, you have to be both a mechanic and a
plumber. The cars spend more time down for repairs
than on the road. But this week we got lucky, noth -
ing broke that couldn't be fixed on the spot.

Wednesday was a relatively quiet day. That after -
noon the Dorsey Museum hosted a book signing. The
great grandson of A.A. Hyde, Alex Taylor, was there
to sign his book, Amazing Mentholatum and the
Commerce of Curing the Common Cold, 1889-1955 .
Susan Dailey joined us to sign centennial posters. We
of course, were there to sign the Y's centennial book.
Wednesday afternoon, Bill and Nancy Sweet hosted a
lovely party at their home for YMCA Summit Club
donors. Built by his grandfather in 1912, it was a fit -
ting location for the event. The Food Service crew put
on another nice spread. 

That evening, several hundred staff and their fam -
ilies attended the YMCA Centennial Salute. This was
a dress rehearsal of sorts, but it went off without a
hitch. This one and a half hour multimedia program,
interspersed with live segments, was enjoyed by all.
One of the highlights of the evening and the week
was the Bruno Hobbs family reunion. As decedents of
our cofounder, it was wonderful to have them partici -
pate. At the Salute, they entertained the crowd with
a song set to the tune of Onward Christian Soldiers .
It was so ad lib and corny that it brought the house
down.

While on the subject of the Centennial Salute pro -
gram, we have to give a heartfelt thanks to Rich and
Brenda Dixon. We couldn't have done it without
them. They staged the entire production including
lights, cuing performers, etc. They also built the sets
in their garage and worked thirty-six hours straight
preceding the production to assemble it in the Ruesch
Auditorium. The three dimensional set was modeled
after the 1908 tent encampment. 

Governor Bill Ritter proclaimed Thursday, July
19, 2007, as YMCA of the Rockies Day in Colorado. It
was the grand finale and crunch day for staff. Black
circles were starting to appear under eyes from sleep

deprivation and too much adrenaline. This was the
ninth round but all of the staff were still on their
feet.

First on the agenda at 9:30 a.m. was a grand cen -
tennial parade titled Memories in Motion . The early
start was due to the impending arrival of bus loads of
youth for a conference. 

Afterwards, the museum hosted a luncheon for
dignitaries under a tent in the yard. Shaded by the
grand old ponderosa pine that sheltered the 1908
encampment, we enjoyed yet another meal courtesy
of Food Service.

That was followed by a carnival and international
staff fair in the playing field in front of the
Administration Building. There was music, food and
games. That afternoon, 300 friends of the YMCA
enjoyed another great feed at the Upper Cookout. We
were entertained by music from the Riverside
Ramblers.

We cut out of the gathering early to head for the
second Centennial Salute program for dignitaries,
Board of Directors, cabin donors, Summit Club mem -
bers, Y members and local residents. When the show
started at 7:30 p.m., the Ruesch Auditorium was
about ¾ full.

You could feel the excitement and anticipation in
the audience. This was a night to remember. This
wasn't a "talking head" type show. There were short,
moving testimonials by various persons taped over
the last several months.

Rich Dixon composed a contemporary arrange -
ment of the Camp Hymn, God Who Touchiest Earth
With Beauty . It was performed by the Estes Valley
Chamber Singers.

The audience sang along with Brad and Kathy
Fitch as they preformed She'll be Coming Round the
Mountain . They also participated in a rousing, rowdy
campfire cheer by a group of Camp Chief Ouray
campers. Probably the most popular segment was
then and now photographs of staff members who had

12 - Fall 2007

Chairman of the Board of Directors Gary Heimendinger and Board Members
in the centennial parade.



dedicated twenty or more years to the YMCA of the
Rockies.

The show was billed as having a surprise ending
and it did. The apparent ending was the three
minute finale to the DVD with then and now photo -
graphs. This segment is very emotional for those
associated with the Y. As it ended, a silhouette of the
Y Kids came on screen accompanied with fireworks
and a familiar melody. Lulie's surprise ending was
the chorus from the familiar song "YMCA" by the
Village People. Fifty seasonal staff filled the front of
the auditorium leading the now standing audience in
the YMCA cheer. The final event of the centennial
was a family campfire and sing-along with Brad and
Kathy Fitch at the new campfire ring in Centennial
Park.

After the Salute ended, we were so wired from
adrenaline that we stayed up way past our usual
bedtime. That didn't prevent us from getting up early
Friday morning and taking a leisurely hike to
Emerald Lake with friends Lee Hutchins and John
Cowan. That afternoon the Meltons took a very long
nap. Saturday morning we got on the scales to tally
the damage from all the food. To our surprise, we had
burned off the excess calories during the week.

Something for Those Who
Couldn't be at the Centennial

We know that there are many of you reading this
newsletter who wished you could have been here for
Centennial Week. Well, we have something special
for you. Lulie designed and commissioned the pin pic -

tured here for atten -
dees of the Centennial
Salute program on
July 18 and 19.

Since the Ruesch
Auditorium seats 765
persons, she had to
order 2,000 pins to
get a price break. So,
we're offering the
remaining 1 ¼ by 1 ¼
inch pins to our read -
ers for $4.95 plus

$1.50 packing and shipping for a total of $6.45. Add
an additional $.25 for each additional pin for postage
if you order more than one.

This is a quality remembrance of the Centennial.
It looks great on your pack or hat. This pin would
also make a nice gift for the other Y people in your
family. It would also make a nice stocking stuffer.

Playing Pluto Platter
At the YMCA of the Rockies

In July, we received a letter from David Rymer
who was at the Estes Park Center in 1957. He was
here taking The History and Philosophy of the
YMCA to complete certification as a YMCA profes -
sional.

David's attendance at YMCA training classes was
not unusual as it was something that had occurred
at the Estes Park Center since 1908. What does
make this story interesting is how it is entwined
with a unique piece of Americana, the Frisbee. 

Several years ago, the YMCA installed Frisbee golf
courses at both centers. This highly competitive sport
has gained in popularity. Serious players have spe -
cial discs that they carry in protective zipper bags.
David's letter related how during that summer in
1957 he introduced the Frisbee to the YMCA of the
Rockies.

We did some research and found out that the
Frisbee has its origins prior to World War II when
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Brad and Kathy Fitch entertain the crowd.

The crowd on their feet cheering the Y’s centennial.



children sailed pie pans. Servicemen during the War
popularized the leisure time activity. Fred Morrison
and Warren Franscioni are attributed with producing
the first plastic throwing disc, the Flyin' Saucer in
1948.

Morrison later produced a plastic saucer he called
the Pluto Platter. Enter Rich Knerr and Spud Melin
who founded the Wham-O company in 1948 to sell
slingshots. In 1955, they saw a demonstration of the
Pluto Platter. They signed an agreement with
Morrison. Knerr traveled around to East Coast col -
lege campuses giving away Pluto Platters to seed the
market. David Rymer was introduced to the Pluto
Platter by two brothers who brought them back from
Amherst College, in Massachusetts.

The origin of the word Frisbee can be traced back
to William Frisbie who owned the Frisbie Pie
Company in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Historians
believe truck drivers for the company were the first
to toss pie tins that bore the words "Frisbie's Pies."
During his East Coast promotional tour, Knerr
encountered students sailing pie tins. They hollered
"Frisbie" much the same as a golfer yells, "Fore."

Knerr misspelled it "Frisbee," and registered it as
a trademark. In 1958, Morrison's Pluto Platter
became the Wham-O Frisbee. Other companies who
were making similar products gradually disappeared
from the market place.

So, maybe we should have celebrated fifty years of
Pluto Platters along with the centennial of the YMCA
of the Rockies.

Volley Ball - Another YMCA Game

One of the signature images in our archives is a
photograph of YMCA men playing volleyball in front
of the Administration Building, circa 1911. Almost

everyone knows that basketball is a YMCA invented
game, but most people don't realize that Volleyball
was also invented by the Y.

In 1895, William G. Morgan who was an instruc -
tor at the YMCA in Holyoke, Massachusetts, decided
to invent a game for businessmen with less physical
contact than basketball.  So, he blended elements
from basketball, baseball, tennis and handball to cre -
ate a game he called mintonette which became vol -
leyball.

YMCA coworker Becky Brockney who is an inter -
national certified volleyball scorekeeper, recently
passed on an 1897 copy of the official rules of volley -
ball. Becky suggested that for fun we should get
together and play a game under these rules. It would
be interesting to say the least.

Here is an explanation of the game and a copy of
the rules from the Association Athletic League
Handbook 1897:

14 - Fall 2007

Volleyball, circa 1911.

1. GAME. The game consists of nine innings.
2. INNING. An inning consists of: when one person
is playing on each side, one service on each side;
when two are playing on each side, two services on
each side; when three or more are playing on each
side. three services on each side. The man serving
continues to do so until out by failure of his side to
return the ball. Each man shall serve in turn.
3. COURT. The court or floor space shall be twenty-
five feet wide and fifty feet  long, to be divided into
two square courts, twenty-five by twenty-five feet. by
the net. Four feet from the net on either side and
parallel with it shall be a line across the court, the
Dribbling line. The boundary lines must be plainly
marked so as to be visible from all parts of the
courts. Note: The exact size of the court may be
changed to suit the convenience of the place.
4. NET. The net shall be at least two-feet wide and
twenty-seven feet long, and shall be suspended from
uprights placed at least one foot outside the side
lines. The TOP LINE of the net must be six feet six
inches from the floor.
5. BALL. The ball shall be a rubber bladder covered
with leather or canvas. It shall measure not less
than twenty-five inches nor more than twenty-seven
inches in circumference, and shall weigh not less
than nine ounces nor more than twelve ounces.

Disc golf at the Estes Park Center.



Last Chance to Participate in the
Centennial T ime Capsule

The YMCA has made a decision to open up the
centennial time capsule to everyone on a first come
first served basis at no cost to friends of the YMCA.
It will be buried in Centennial Park in front of the
Administration Building sometime this winter or
next spring. The capsule will be opened in July 2057. 

We are encouraging families with multigenera -
tional affiliations with the YMCA of the Rockies to
send a letter to the future generations of their fami -
lies. Staff alumni and current staff are also invited to
participate. Extended families, groups of staff alumni
and current staff may share an envelope.

We prefer to receive your items by December 31,
2007, but the hard deadline is sometime before the
capsule goes in the ground. If you want the Y to
attempt to contact someone in your family when the
capsule is opened in 2057, include the name, address
and birth date of some youngsters in your family. 

Place your items in an 9" x 12" or smaller envelope
and send to:

Dorsey Museum
PO Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511
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6. SERVER AND SERVICE. The server shall stand
with one foot on the back line. The ball must be bat -
ted with the hand. Two services or trials are allowed
him to place the ball in the opponents' court (as in
tennis). The server may serve into the opponents'
court at any place. In a service the ball must be bat -
ted at least ten feet, no dribbling allowed. A service
which would strike the net, but is struck by another
of the same side before striking the net. if it goes
over into the opponents' court, is good, but if it
should go outside, the server has no second trial.
7. SCORING. Each good service unreturned or ball
in play unreturned by the side receiving, counts one
score for the side serving. A side only scores when
serving, as a failure to return the ball on their part
results in the server being put out.
8. NET BALL. A play which hits the net aside from
the first service is called a net ball and is equivalent
to a failure to return, counting for the opposite side.
The ball hitting the net on first service shall be
called dead, and counts as a trial.
9. LINE BALL. It is a ball striking the boundary
line; it is equivalent to one out of court and counts as
such.
10. PLAY AND PLAYERS. Any number may play
that is convenient to the place. A player should be
able to cover about ten by ten feet. Should any player
during play touch the net, it puts the ball out of play
and counts against his side. Should any player catch
or hold for an instant the ball, it is out of play and
counts for the opposite. Should the ball strike any
object other than the floor and bound back into the
court, it is still in play. To dribble the ball is to carry
it all the time keeping it bouncing. When dribbling
the ball no player shall cross the Dribbling line, this
putting the ball out of play and counting against
him. Any player, except the captain, addressing the
umpire or casting any slurring remarks at him or
any of the players on the opposite side, may be dis -
qualified and his side be compelled to play the game
without him or substitute or forfeit the same.

Here are some tips, “dos and don'ts” for your
centennial time capsule items:

1. Be imaginative and creative with the items that
you include. Personalize your message. Do include
items directly relating to the YMCA and your vaca -
tions or visits here. 
2. While YMCA staff will respect your privacy, do not
include any items that you would not want seen
when we package your items in an acid free enve -
lope. 
3. If at all possible, use cotton gloves or at least wash
your hands thoroughly before handling mementos,
especially photographs. Oil from your skin may dam -
age items over the decades.
4. Do not use tape, paper clips, staples, glue or rub -
ber bands.
5. Avoid sending non-archival plastics (e.g., PVC,
PVAC) or unstable metals (e.g., copper, brass, iron or
lead.)
6. Do not include newsprint or other highly acidic
papers (unless professionally treated to remove acid),
thermal facsimiles, wool, hair, fur, foodstuffs, rubber
or wood.
7. For best possible preservation, use archival inks
and papers.
8. Use graphite pencil for handwritten letters and
descriptions written on photographs rather than ink
or markers. 
9. For stability of printed or copied items, use toner
based printers rather than inkjet.
10. Normal color prints and negatives may fade with
long-term exposure to dark. Cibachrome photograph -
ic prints and fiber based black and white photo -
graphs have the best chance for survival. For the
fifty-year span of this time capsule, commercially
printed photographs are acceptable. Photographs
printed on inkjet type printers are not suitable.
11. The long-term stability of CD and DVD disks are
questionable. Also, your grandchildren or the Y may
not be happy when they have to go to an antique
store to purchase a vintage computer or DVD player
to view your photographs. If you choose to enclose
any electronic media, include information on how it
was created including software and format.



2515 Tunnel Rd.
Estes Park, CO 80511-2550

Non-profit org.
US postage

paid
Permit 30

Denver CO

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

1907 - CENTENNIAL - 2007

YMCA OF THE ROCKIES

Lula W. Dorsey Museum 2007 Annual Support
Yes, I want to provide general opperating support for the Dorsey Museum and help preserve the heritage of the
YMCA of the Rockies!

$1,000 Founder $500 Patron $250 Benefactor $100 Supporter $30 Backer

Every contribution counts!

Check enclosed

Credit card (MC/Visa only):
Card Number Expiration date

Name as it appears on credit card

Signature Telephone

Donor name(s) 

Address

Address

City Sate Zip

Preserving
Your

YMCA
Heritage

Since 1979!




