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View From the Museum Porch

The view from the
museum porch contin -
ues to evolve due to the
construction at the
Estes Park Center. One
major change is of our
own doing. In our last
visit, we shared a pic -
ture of Purple Finch on
its "training wheels"
outside the museum

fence. In early October it was placed on its new foun -
dation. On the opposite side of the museum, the new
Craft and Design Center is in its final stages of con -
struction.

Last winter, the air was filled with the sounds of
destruction. This winter the air was filled with the
sounds of construction.  One day in November, we
kept hearing a deep booming sound. We could also
feel it in the seat of our
pants.  Jack's curiosity
finally got the best of
him. Putting on his
coat, he went out on
the porch. After tracing
the sound to the Craft
and Design Center, he
patiently watched and
waited. As it turned
out, the sound was

from 4' by 8' sheets of sub -
flooring being dropped in
place on the second floor.
When the sheets hit the
floor joists, the walkout
basement with its concrete
floors amplified the sound.  

Our major project this
winter was the rehabilita -
tion of Purple Finch cabin
for archival storage. Moving
the archives has been inter -
esting and enlightening. We
are not only moving the
archives but completely
indexing them with the
assistance of museum volun -
teer Jeanne Gorze. The
index will go live on the
museum website next fall. 

The inventory process has had its emotional
moments. For Lulie, it brought back a lifetime of
memories.  Jack has his own memories of his forty
year association with the Y. Those personal memo -
ries combined with thirty years of active research
weigh heavily on us. This is especially true when we
look at a photograph taken ninety or a hundred years
ago and rattle off the names of those pictured. These
moments have given us a sense of urgency to index
the archives and identify the thousands of images in
the collection. 

The popularity of the museum's web site and the
alumni site are mind boggling. The Ypsilon Cam is
especially popular with homesick Y folks. Every time
the weather station or webcam go down due to tech -
nical difficulties, the telephone starts to ring and the
email dings. When the National Park conducted a
controlled burn in Horseshoe Park, friends called to
ask if there was a forest fire. Some of our staff who
commute up from the lowlands check the webcam
and weather station before leaving home.

The weather this winter has been strange and
unpredictable. The promising moisture of September
and October evaporated into a dry November. In
early December, a spike in the temperature gave us
the opportunity to build a sidewalk for Purple Finch
which included shoveling about a ton and a half of
crushed granite.

The bottom fell out of the thermometer on
December 14, ushering is a week of below freezing
temperatures and howling wind. However, as usual
we were in the banana belt compared to Denver and
the eastern plains of Colorado.

The remainder of December and January were
very dry and extremely windy. We often saw wind
chills in the single digits and zero. On Christmas Eve
and Day the winds were especially strong and errat -
ic. It seemed to blow from several directions at once.
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Our new neighbor, theMootz Family
Craft and Design Center.

Don't Forget the 
2009 Staff

Alumni Reunions!

Snow Mountain Ranch
June 10-14

Estes Park Center
June 14-20

For registration information,
schedules and reservations go
to: www.ymcarockiesalumni.org
and follow the links to the
reunion page. To register or
make reservations by tele -
phone, call 1-800-777-9622 ext.
2. For additional information or
answers to your questions call
Lulie Melton 970-586-3341 ext.
1231 or email her at:
LMelton@ymcarockies.org.



On Christmas Day between 1:30 and 2:00 p.m. an
especially strong gust took down much the framing
for the new Legett Christian Center across from
Hyde Chapel. Thank goodness it was Christmas and
no one was working. As bad as the damage looked, it
was actually rather minimal. Only one of the massive
roof trusses was damaged beyond reuse.

Construction in Estes Park during the winter is
always a risky proposition. During the construction
of Alpen Inn in 1962, winter winds blew part of the
roof off. Likewise, the Dorsey Swimming Pool suf -
fered damage in January 1963 when the back wall
blew in. Both projects, however, were completed on
schedule.

In January, the news showed someone in the
Midwest hammering a nail into a 2 x 4 using a
banana. While the Midwest and East Coast was shiv -
ering, Estes Park was again temperate. The strength
of the Alberta Clippers combined with a strong jet
stream pulled in warm air from the southwest.
January 17-20 was especially spectacular with temps
in the lower 50s, calm winds and clear skies. 

Mid to late February was exceptionally warm and
bone dry. It was good for the construction schedule
but doesn't bode well for the fire season. Hopefully
April and May will give us some wet snow and rain.

It's been a rather quiet critter winter at the
Dorsey Museum. The rabbits that proliferate
throughout the summer and fall slowly disappear
through the winter since they reside at the lower end
of the predator/prey food chain. It kind of hurts to see
a tuft hair in the snow and think it was last sum -
mer's cute bunny.

The deer and elk didn't migrate to lower eleva -
tions due to a lack of snow cover. They seemed oblivi -
ous to the construction. Several majestic bulls
stopped traffic all winter between the Y and town. A
nice buck and his does were frequent visitors as well.

Our avian friends find refuge in the big pine next
to the museum. They eat us out of house and home
consuming pounds and pounds of sunflower seeds.
We can't very well tell them we're cutting back due to
budgetary constraints. 

One very unusual bird happening occurred on
February 18. When we arrived at the museum that
morning, we both heard the distinctive call of a male
redwing blackbird. This was the earliest sighting
ever of this species. The males show up first to claim
their nesting territory. Another welcome sign of
spring are the finches sitting on the peak of the
museum roof praising the longer days and increased
hours of sunlight. These first signs of spring brought
a smile to our winter weary faces.

This is the time of year when we start thinking
about summer. It is sort of like if we think about it
hard enough maybe it will get here sooner. Our
annual spring cleanup is April 27 through May 1.
That week, museum volunteers Carol and Earl
Clark, Jeanne Gorze, Marlene Borneman and John
Cowan descend on the museum to assist with a vari -
ety of spring chores. Cleaning the museum and cab -
ins will be a real chore this year due to the construc -
tion of the Craft and Design Center next door. Wind-
driven dirt from the project came through every
crack. 

During spring cleaning, every artifact on display is
dusted, all the woodwork cleaned, furniture moved
and cobwebs swept away. The two cabins behind the
museum are a challenge since they've been closed
since fall. It is always a special day when we get the
museum porch swing and furniture out of storage.

Well, it's time to close our ramblings. We want to
thank all of you who contributed to the museum in
2008 and know that we can depend on you this com -
ing year. It is especially heartening to have such
strong support in these trying economic times. Be
sure to come see us if you are in the neighborhood,
we'd love to show you Purple Finch cabin.
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Legett Christian Center after the Christmas blow and in March.

Elk “supervising” construction of the new Mootz Family Craft and Design
Center.
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It Takes a "V illage" to
Preserve Y History

In June 1979, we arrived at the Y-Camp ready to
work on the museum. We were dismayed by the
building that Walter Ruesch showed us. It had yet to
receive its final building inspection. Some rooms were
unpainted and only bare light bulbs hung from the
ceilings. Junky furniture was piled on the porch.

When President/CEO Kent Meyer came by this
past January to look over Purple Finch he said,
"You've got quite a little village here." We hadn't
thought about the museum from that perspective.
But with five buildings under our care, we guess it is
as big as some towns in western Nebraska!

That got Jack to thinking. Grabbing a calculator,
he added up the age of the buildings in "Dorseyville."
The museum is 85 years old. Purple Finch and
Mariposa Cabins are 104 years old each. Cabin #40 is
93 years old plus or minus. The Studebaker wagon
shed is a mere baby at 7. All total the buildings rep -
resent 393 years of YMCA history.

Purple Finch was placed on its new foundation in
early October. We were on vacation and unfortunate -
ly missed the event. The last 103 years had left
Purple Finch with nary a right angle that obviously
didn't match its perfectly square and level founda -
tion. We understand that as they lowered the build -
ing onto its new foundation, the old girl creaked and
groaned like a patient's back on the chiropractor's
exam table. Jack worked for a couple of days to plug
daylight between the two.

Inside Purple Finch, roof and plumbing leaks had
resulted in a partially collapsed ceiling and rotten
floor in what had once been the bathroom. Jack's car -
pentry skills were put to the test rehabbing the dam -
age. Knotty pine paneling scrapped from one of the
rustic cabins torn down in the fall of 1995 was used
to patch where the plumbing fixtures and the furnace
were removed.

With the help of museum volunteers Carol and
Earl Clark, the knotty pine paneling was scrubbed
with Murphy's Oil Soap. The resulting sludge from
decades of accumulated cooking grease, dirt and who-
knows-what was a greenish, brown color. Yuck! After
a final rubdown with mineral spirits and coat of
polyurethane the wood's beautiful patina reappeared. 

The original rehabilitation plan for Purple Finch
was simply to convert the neglected meeting room
into archive storage and exhibition preparation work -
space.  After installing the industrial shelving units,
we realized there was enough space to easily archive
another hundred years of Y history. 

Unused space at the Y is an oxymoron. In the best
tradition of the Y which dictates that no space should
go unused, we decided to create a staff meeting
space. First, we went to museum storage and
dragged out some 1950s knotty pine arm chairs res -
cued from the dumpster. There was also a settee sal -
vaged when Mountainside Lodge was closed in 1994.
After repair, a thorough cleaning and a coat of
polyurethane, they looked great.

The vintage Naugahyde cushions were deplorable.
Lulie logged onto e-Bay and found 10 yards of denim
at a bargain basement price. We enlisted the help of
Y Laundry Manager Robin Ouellette who expertly
recovered the cushions. 

Then Lulie remembered that Chickadee Cabin had
some knotty pine furniture in it. So, with the assis -
tance of Buildings and Grounds, we acquired four
chairs, a drop leaf table, side table and a coffee table.
As you can see from the accompanying photographs,
staff from any department now have a quiet, comfort -
able meeting spot they can use any time. It will also
give us a place where we can sit down and conduct
oral history interviews.

Since light is the arch enemy of archival material,
we had to cover the windows. First, we put up utili -
tarian window shades, but they looked too plain in
contrast to the walls and furniture. Then, Jack had

Purple Finch, the newest addition to “Dorseyville.”

Jack inventories the Henry F. Kalleberg collection.



one of those crazy ideas he's known for. He said,
"Why don't we go with some retro cowboy curtains?"
Lulie talked with museum volunteer, Jeanne Gorze,
who said she would love to sew curtains. Again, Lulie
checked on e-Bay. Within minutes she located a sell -
er with yards and yards of vintage heavy denim
cloth. The cloth is classic 1950s with bucking broncos,
chuck wagons, bull riders, cowgirls, calf roping and
guitars. When anyone sees the curtains, they instant -
ly smile. 

By the time summer rolls around, Purple Finch
will have a fresh coat of paint, freshly glazed win -
dows, landscaping and an irrigation system. 

2009 Museum Annual Appeal

The YMCA of the Rockies has been a cornerstone
in the lives of families and individuals for over 100
years. In these troubling times, the Y's enduring
Mission and the constancy it offers is more important
than ever before.

For 30 years, the Lula W. Dorsey Museum has
relied on the generosity of donors such as you, to help
convey the rich heritage of the Mission and its
impact on the lives of those we serve. 

The Dorsey Museum is more than a repository for
the archives of the YMCA of the Rockies.  Since 1979,
the museum has provided a place of respite where
families come together by reflecting on the past. The
museum porch and our abundant wildlife provide sol -
ace from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.
Interpretive hikes and programs sponsored by the
museum entertain, educate and renew our guests. All
of this is provided through your annual support.

Your 2008 annu -
al support of the
Dorsey Museum
provided all but
$1,500 of our annu -
al operating budg -
et. It also partially
funded relocation of
Purple Finch cabin
for archive storage
and exhibit prepa -
ration space.
Contributions also
funded the hugely
successful museum
website, webcam

and weather station.
Last fall, the construction schedule for the new

Legett Christian Center forced us to move Purple
Finch before full funding was in place. With some
penny pinching and sweat equity, the project came in
under its $45,000 budget.  However, we still need
$23,000 to finish paying for moving and renovation.

In an effort to be responsible stewards for the
YMCA of the Rockies, the 2009 museum's budget was
adjusted to reflect the current US economic situation.
The museum's two paid seasonal staff positions are
now staffed by volunteers, and we have cut all
expenses to the bare minimum.

We sincerely hope you will continue to support the
Lula W. Dorsey Museum with your contributions,
words of encouragement and prayers. By partnering
with us, you help deliver the Y's Mission during
these turbulent times.

With so many worthy organizations in need, we
understand why some of our donors have reallocated
their contribution dollars. We just ask that you not
forget the Lula W. Dorsey Museum in your 2009
charitable giving plan.

All in a Name

The Dorsey Museum serves more than the families
who walk through our door or a former alumni look -
ing for long lost friends. As keeper of the corporate
archives, one of our biggest customers is the YMCA
of the Rockies itself. We are the Alpha and the
Omega of answers. We get the easy questions that
can be answered from memory, and we get the ones
that require hours of digging through musty docu -
ments.

Recently, we were asked about the litany of the
organization's corporate name. Here are some fac -
toids you can file away where you'll never find them:

The Western Conference of the Young Men's Christian
Association is founded in July 1907. The word
Western refers to the regional emphasis of the new
YMCA as a summer training school in the Trans-
Mississippi west.

The name is changed to the Estes Park Conference of
the Young Men's Christian Association in 1912. This
is done as a marketing move to help identify the
Conference with a specific geographical location.

The name YMCA of the
Rockies first appears in
print on membership infor -
mation in 1948. Managing
Director Ben Timmermann
also begins actively using
the unofficial name while
promoting the Y in off-sea -
son marketing trips. By
1950, the name appears on
all marketing literature.

In the mid-1950s, using
YMCA of the Rockies causes
an identity crisis. The Y is
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Y guests enjoy a museum-sponsored hike.



known as the Estes Park Conference YMCA, the
YMCA of the Rockies and endless combinations of the
two names including Y of the Rockies and Y Camp of
the Rockies. However, guest and staff more often  call
the YMCA "The Camp " or "The Y-Camp"

In 1968, the corporate name is officially changed to
YMCA of the Rockies as a result of the purchase of
Snow Mountain Ranch in 1966. The two "branches"
are named Estes Park Center and Snow Mountain
Ranch. 

To facilitate the marketing, the name of the Estes
Park Center Post Office is changed from Association
Camp to Estes Park in 1988.  The use of the word
"camp" is banned in all literature. Staff are asked not
to use the "c-word" in referring to the Y.   

In 2001, Kent Meyer becomes the President/CEO. As
a former YMCA camper and youth camp director, he
proudly calls himself a Y-Camp man. Guests and
staff breathe a sigh of relief as use of the c-word is
once again officially sanctioned. However, formal
communications from the Y use YMCA of the Rockies
in reference to the parent Association with the branch -
es called by their formal names of Estes Park Center
and Snow Mountain Ranch.

It seems like we haven't made much progress in
reference to the confusion over the organization's
name in the last several decades. 

Build a W eb Site
and

They Will Come

As we told you earlier, the popularity of the muse -
um and alumni web sites continues to be a bright
spot for everyone. The size and complexity of both
sites far exceeds our initial vision. The museum web
site contains 450 pages and the alumni site contains
about 550.

By far the most popular features of the museum
site are the webcam and weather station. Since the
site's inception last February, the webcam has had
350,000 visits through March 2009. The weather
page has had 80,000 visits during the same period.
We're not going to tell your bosses how much time
you spend looking at the Mummy Range at work.

The museum's Ypsilon Webcam was named as one
of the top ten webcams in the world for January by
EarthCam.com. The award was given for image qual -
ity, uniqueness of content and overall technical
achievement in webcam technology. Needless to say,
the webcam views spiked in January. Also, numerous
other sites have now linked to the Ypsilon Cam. To
find it, just go to the museum web site and follow the
links.

Keeping up with the emails and telephone calls
generated by the Alumni web site keeps Lulie very
busy. Hardly a day goes by that she isn't contacted
by someone looking for some of their Y buddies.
Using a combination of tools, she has become very
adept at tracking people down.

Much of the credit for the popularity of both sites
goes to our web master Brian Biggs. He is a creative
and technical genius. He takes our words and ideas
and turns them into web pages. If you haven't visited
the sites, type www.ymcarockiesmuseum.org and
www.ymcarockiesalumni.org into your Internet
browser and pour yourself a cup of coffee.

Web Site Statistics Feb 2008 - March 2009

Total Visits Pages Viewed

Alumni web site 92,000 421,000
Museum web site 87,000 1.3 million *

*No, this is not a typo!

2008 Financial S tatement

We knew the year end financial statement was
going to be ugly, but after reading it, we almost
decided to omit it from this newsletter. However, we
have a fiduciary responsibility to our contributors.
The worldwide financial meltdown decimated the
museum's investments. That combined with the
underfunding of the relocation and rehabilitation of
Purple Finch left the Dorsey Museum in a deficit
spending position that required liquidation of some of
our investments. The only bright spot was the per -
formance of our oil royalties. As we stated in our
2009 Annual Appeal, we have taken drastic meas -
ures to curtail spending until the crisis passes.

2008 2007

Revenues:
Investments ($60,617) $15,270
Oil Royalties $3,572 $2,333
Contributions $60,728 $68,481
Total $3,683 $87,495

Expenses:
Operating $38,700 $26,763
Centennial $0 $49,034
Total $38,770 $72,797

Excess Revenue
over expense: ($35,017) $14,698

Capitalized Expenses:
YMCA Kids and 
concrete pad $0 $69,508

Restricted Fund: $196,647 $282,066
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Two Historically Significant
Photographs Surface

The primary reason for moving Purple Finch Cabin
was to provide the museum with some breathing
room. As we told you before, every nook and cranny
at the museum was filled wall to wall, floor to ceiling
with archival material.

It never failed that the photograph or document we
needed was in the back corner at the bottom of the
pile. Jack likened the process of moving the archives
to a lady bound up in an old fashioned corset. There
was much more on the inside than met the eye.  

The Dorsey Museum's image collection is not limit -
ed to conventional prints and slides. There are
lantern slides, autochromes, glass negatives, 8mm
and 16mm film, VHS and Beta.

The digital age is also represented with scores of
DVDs and CDs filled with images. Jack also has 500
gigabytes of images on his computer. Organizing
everything into some sort of logical system is chal -
lenging.

This article features two of the thousands of images
we looked at over the last several months. The first is
a digital scan and the second is a nondescript black
and white 5" x 7" image. Both tell an interesting and
important story.

When we visited the Kautz Family YMCA Archives
at the University of Minnesota in September 2004,
we brought back scores of pages of research. We also
ordered copies of photographs for possible use in the
centennial book. Like a Hollywood film, many of the
images ended up on the cutting room floor. Jack
stumbled upon those images while looking for some -
thing totally unrelated. As usual, what he found was
far more interesting that what he was looking for.

The 1914 Kautz Archives image depicts the very
first Native American student YMCA conference held
in the United States.  In 1879, work with students

was added as a permanent department with the
national YMCA. That same year, the first facility
devoted to working with Native Americans in Dakota
Territory was founded. 

In 1894, Dr. Charles A. Eastman, a member of the
Sioux Nation, was hired to head the "Indian" office
and assist in the formation of Ys among Native
Americans. Forty Ys were established in just four
years. Two of those branches remain open today.

Ten years after Dr. Eastman was hired, Native
American college students joined their Anglo counter-
parts in Estes Park. What made this scanned image
even more interesting to us was that they are stand -
ing on the porch of Purple Finch cabin! 

Several of the students are wearing sweaters from
Haskell Institute, now Haskell Indian Nations
University. Haskell was founded in 1884 as the
United States Indian Industrial Training School. It is
also interesting to note that YMCA of the Rockies
founder William E. Sweet in pictured in the photo -
graph standing at the far right. One of Sweet's pri -
mary interests was working with student YMCAs at
colleges and universities.

Now, let's fast forward about 39 or so years. In one
exceptionally well-packed upstairs closet, we found a
box containing staff photographs from the early and
mid-1950s. Judging from the depth at which the box
was buried, we decided it hadn't seen the light of day
since the mid 1980s. As we sorted the photographs by
years and subject, one image suddenly caught Jack's
eye. 

It depicted a group of people in the old staff
Recreation Hall. Somebody, probably us, had mistak -
enly filed it with staff photographs. Rather than
staff, it shows one of the first off-season conference
groups using the Estes Park Center.

After Walter Ruesch arrived to assume the position
of Managing Director in 1950, he convinced the
Board of Directors to allow him to winterize some
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Courtesy of the Kautz Family YMCA Archives.



facilities and embark on a grand experiment to
accommodate off-season groups. The first such group
was the Westminster College Fellowship in April,
1951. 

The conference was a jerry-rigged affair. The
employee Recreation Hall served as the dining room
and meeting facility. Ruesch worked as cook, dish -
washer and housekeeper. In spite of the difficulties,
he declared the experiment a success at the next
summer's Board meeting. During the winter of 1952-
53, 18 groups were accommodated. 

Convinced of the feasibility of winterizing the
Camp, the Board approved winterizing a part of the
main kitchen and heating the staff dining room adja -
cent to the Pine Room. This replaced the Staff
Recreation Hall as the winter conference dining hall.
So, this photograph is dated somewhere between
April 1951 and April 1953. This image represents an
important first step in transforming the Y-Camp
from summer only to a year-round facility. 

Echoes from the Past

The Mission of the YMCA of the Rockies ripples
through humanity reaching every corner of the globe.
Those ripples, like the light from a star millions of
light years away don't disappear, they just become
less distinct with time. It sinply takes effort and luck
to detect them.

Staff are primarily responsible for delivery of the
Y's Mission to family guests, conference attendees
and campers. Many of those staff convey similar
Christian missions in their lives outside the Y. One
such person was Dick Drabble. For a vast majority of
you reading this newsletter, that name means noth -
ing, but the story will resonate with you.

While moving the archives to Purple Finch, we ran
across a scrapbook and photo album that belonged to
Dick. They were donated by Caroline and Jeep
Gaston who worked at the Y with Dick in the 1950s.
The scrapbook was filled with newspaper clippings

and photographs of Navajo boys in their native dance
regalia. If you were around the Y-Camp in the 1950s
and ‘60s, you might remember their performances.

To begin the story, we digress to 1948 when Ben
Timmermann was hired as the Y's Managing
Director. Ben came from Camp Miniskink at the base
of the Kittatinny Mountains is Sussex County, New
Jersey. When Ben arrived in Estes Park, he was sur -
prised at the lack of western atmosphere. As a col -
lege student, Timmermann had twice hitchhiked
across the continent, climbing Pikes Peak and hiking
the Grand Canyon. He wanted to incorporate the
Western mystique into the Y-Camp.

Ben began searching for Dick Drabble who had
been his Indian lore counselor at Camp Miniskink.
Ben had lost contact with him after Dick was drafted
at the onset of
World War II. Ben
located Dick in
Alaska where he
had been stationed
during the War.
Ben asked him to
come to Estes Park
and sent him a
three month salary
advance to cover
travel expenses.

In Estes Park,
Dick was chief
wrangler responsible for the Y's string of 50 horses
and taught Native American dancing to day campers.
In the evenings, he served chuck wagon dinners and
elk barbeques to guests.

Former Y staffer Ken Griffin said he remembered
Dick well. He said that Dick's grandfather, who was
connected with the Episcopal Church, had worked
with Native Americans on the Wind River
Reservation in Wyoming. It may have been through
his grandfather that Dick acquired an appreciation of
Native American culture. Ken also told us that his
adopted Native American name was Sun Pony.

At some point, Dick started spending his winters at
the Good Sheppard Mission at Ft. Defiance, Arizona,
where he supervised activities for boys. Drawing on
his intense interest in Native American tradition, he
identified talented Navajo boys and began coaching
them in traditional Navajo dance.  

The information is very sketchy as to when Dick
left the Y, but his name last appears on the 1958
staff roster. The scrapbook indicates that by 1963 his
dance team was touring Colorado and Wyoming.
They competed at the Gallup Ceremonial, Ute
Mountain Pow-Wow and other events. The dancers
were accompanied by the Boyway Chanters who
drummed and sang in Navajo. For several years, they
stopped in Estes Park to perform at the Y's Fourth of
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Dick Drabble in Palmer, Alaska wearing his
Scoutmaster shirt. 



July parade  and
Roof Top Rodeo
parade.

On a hunch,
Jack called the
Good Sheppard
Mission where he
spoke with Pastor
Pauline Dick. From
his experience with
Native Americans,
Jack knew that an
Anglo asking ques -
tions is sometimes
met with reserva -
tion.  
At first Pauline
said she couldn't
provide any infor -
mation, but as Jack

told the story
and read names
from the scrap -
book, she start -
ed talking. She
said, "Ah, all
those boys are
now grandfa -
thers."  From
the tone in her
voice, it was
evident that the
story of Dick
Drabble's good work had been orally passed down
from generation to generation. Pauline told Jack the
Mission still had a dance team.

Pauline invited us to stop in next time we were
near Ft. Defiance. She would introduce us to some of
Dick's dancers. We are looking forward to sharing
that experience with you.

The photographs, press clippings and the conversa -
tion with Pauline reminded us of the good that
YMCA of the Rockies and other such organizations
do. However, it is not the organizations that do the
good, it is the staff and volunteers who deliver the
mission that impacts lives. It is these people who cre -
ate those infinite ripples through humanity.

After Jack finished this story, Lulie carefully placed
the photo album and crumbling scrapbook in an
archival box and labeled it. We included a copy of
this story so that fifty years from now someone would
understand why these artifacts are in the archives.
Last, Jack typed the location and identifying infor -
mation into the museum's archive index.

Spirit, Mind and Body

The YMCA's extraordinary heritage of outreach and
ministry is reflected in the components of the YMCA
emblem. Few organizations have a symbol as mean -
ingful and rich as the YMCA.

The letters X and P
behind the red triangle
represent the Greek let -
ters Chi and Rho, the first
two letters of Christos. To
early Christians, they rep -
resented not only the
name of Christ but the
Church as well.

The outer circle symbol -
izes the completeness and
unity of life and God's cre -
ated order. The inner cir -
cle symbolizes a wedding ring, friendship and love
without end among individuals. 

The Bible in the center is opened to Jesus' prayer
for his disciples and followers. John, chapter 17,
verse 21 is the foundation for the YMCA:

"That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me."

This passage emphasizes that followers of Christ
should love and care for one another and those
around them. In turn, the rest of the world may
become believers because of this genuine love.

The red YMCA double triangle is one of the most
recognizable symbols in the world. The outer triangle
represents the trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
while the inner represents the trinity of spirit, mind
and body within man.

In 1891, Dr. Luther Gulick proposed an equilateral
red triangle as the YMCA symbol. The triangle is
based on the theory of "muscular Christianity" that
first appeared in England during the 1850s.
Proponents of muscular
Christianity believed Jesus
Christ was the perfect man
who embodied the ideal bal -
ance of sprit, mind and
body. Gulick's equilateral
triangle, balanced on its tip,
represented the perfection
that mortal man should
endeavor to attain.

The red triangle was
adopted as its symbol by the
International YMCA in
1897. Today, YMCAs in over
120 countries serve more
than 45 million members.
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How Many Centennials
Can We Celebrate?

March 9, 2009 marked an
important milestone in the his -
tory of the YMCA of the
Rockies.

On that date, our founders
purchase the Wind River
Lodge, hotel equipment and
334 acres for $8,500 from the
Estes Park Land and
Investment Company. 

July, 2010 will mark our
next significant centennial
event when the Y celebrates
the 100th birthday of the
Administration Building. The Y
is planning a party to mark the
occasion.
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Lula W. Dorsey Museum
Preserving Your

YMCA Heritage Since 1979

Lula W. Dorsey Museum - 2009 Annual Appeal
Yes, I want to support the Mission of the YMCA of the Rockies by partnering with the Dorsey Museum in 2009.

$1,000  $500 $250 $100 Other

Check enclosed (Payable to the YMCA of the Rockies)

Credit card (MC/Visa only):
Card Number Expiration date

Name as it appears on credit card

Signature Telephone

Donor name(s) 
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Preserving
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YMCA
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Since 1979!


